MODERN techniques have made it possible to save the lives of many patients whose vital functions cease because of some temporary crisis. Cardiac massage, defibrillation, pacemaking, mouth to mouth ventilation and the understanding of the gross biochemical disturbances which result from a temporary stoppage of the heart beat or of respiration have made this possible. Because of this it is no longer ethical for any member of the hospital staff to stand back and allow the victim of such an emergency to die in peace. The vital factor is speed, not only may a few seconds delay in the application of the correct measure mean the difference between life and death, but it may also mean the difference between a normal survivor and one who is a permanently comatose vegetable.
All hospital staff should have a certain minimal training as to what to do in these emergencies, but they cannot be expected to carry all the detailed information needed in their heads. This detail must be available at obvious points throughout the hospital and with it must be kept certain items of equipment and drugs and directions as to how to get expert assistance and such complex equipment as a defibrillator.
Dr. Ansell has done an excellent job of producing a pamphlet containing the information that is necessary for dealing with emergencies that might arise in a diagnostic X-ray department. Not only is this pamphlet designed for quick reference, but it can be hung on the wall like a calendar and is shocking pink in colour. With a few minor amendments of drug names, etc., it should hang in a prominent place in every X-ray department and beside it should hang the emergency arrangements for cardiac and respiratory resuscitation for that hospital.
Similar pamphlets should be designed to hang in other hospital departments, wards and WHILE most sociologists would discredit the view that society is disintegrating because of a sharp decline in sexual morals and a breakdown of the family system there is no doubt that these are passing through a period of profound change and that there is much need for both factual information and informed discussion. These extracts from various sources range from Kinsey and Bertrand Russell to Pope Pius XI and are mainly by American sociologists and psychiatrists, and by professors and chairmen of departments such as child development, family life and education, and by anthropologists, lawyers and marriage guidance experts. The book is divided into three parts. The first is concerned with facts by Kinsey and discussion by others on changing sex standards. The second is titled the "Women problem" and deals largely with the place of women in society and the limitations placed on her by society. The third deals with birth control and is, at least for the medical reader, of limited interest. It includes a reprint of the Papal Encyclical on Christian marriage. This book should provide material for informed and responsible discussion and fairly represents a wide range of viewpoints.
